
St. John Outreach & Benevolence Opportunities 
 

 
Members and friends of St. John church participate in a variety of activities that reach out to our 
church community and around the world. The Outreach and Benevolence Ministry may help and 
coordinate many of these activities, but it is the spirit and love of the members of the congregation 
that enables them. 
 
The Outreach and Benevolence Ministry is guided by the words of 2 Corinthians 9:10 

For God is the one who provides the seed for the farmer and then 
bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your 
resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you. 
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PADS   

St John staffs the shelter from October to April, in months that have a fifth 
Wednesday, averaging 4 times a year. DuPage PADS provides interim housing 
for up to 40 people at the Naperville site. St. John, in partnership with Beth 
Shalom, provides dinner and breakfast, with supervision, setup, and cleanup in 
between.  

http://www.dupagepads.org/ 
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LOAVES AND FISHES COMMUNITY PANTRY 

This Naperville food pantry is supported year round by donations from St. John 
friends and family. The congregation is invited to donate food and personal supplies 
on the first Sunday of each month, but the white bench in the narthex is always open 
for drop offs.   

http://www.loavesandfishespantry.com 
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LIFELINK 

Each year St. John families provide gifts based on the 
wish lists of the seniors and children served by this 
agency based in Bensenville. An average of 25 
individuals are on our list each year. 

http://www.lifelink.org/ 
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Other projects that the church supports on an as ne eded basis include: 
The DuPage Convalescent Center 

The Anchorage Nursing Home 
St. John Youth Group 
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Valentine cards for St. Jude Children’s hospital 

Cards are collected every year and sent by a member of the 
congregation. 
 

www.stjude.org 
 
 
CROP WALK 

This national effort of Church World Service is supported each 
year by an inter-generational St. John team that raises funds for 
local, national, and international programs targeting the effects of 
hunger and poverty. The walk is traditionally in October and is an 
opportunity for St. John to be part of the larger Naperville  
community. http://www.churchworldservice.org/CROP/index.html�
 
 
 
MISSION TRIPS 

St. John youth and adults participate in mission trips as possible and have 
traveled to Biloxi, Mississippi and Rhode Island in recent years. 
 
 
 
 
ALABASTER BOX 

This home for women in crisis in Chicago is linked with St. John’s youth 
group, Helping Hands. Each year the children send 8-10 fleece blankets 
that are tied with love so that each woman who stays there can have a 
personal blanket. 
 
 http://www.cawc.org/ 
 
 
COMMUNITY HEALTH WALKS 

St. John members participate annually in the American Cancer Society 
Relay for Life. Many years, a member or two of St. John participates in a 
regional breast cancer walk. These activities are supported each year by  
a festive spring cake walk. http://www.relayforlife.org/relay/ 
 
UCC SPONSORED PROGRAMS 

In support of our denomination, St. John contributes approximately $3300 
annually to Our Church’s Wider Mission, which provides community 
mission programs and outreach throughout Illinois as well as nationally. 

www.ucc.org/ocwm 
 

We also contribute to the UCC Christmas Fund, 
which aids retired pastors. 
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GREEN PARROT COFFEE 

Coffee is sold each week, as the crop is available. The coffee is purchased from 
a farm in Honduras, and the profits support a medical clinic and resources for 
impoverished farm workers.   
 

www.greenparrotcoffee.com 
 
 
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL 

Helping Hands and several church families sponsor children through this 
Christian child sponsorship agency. We share our resources and faith 
around the world. 

www.compassion.com 
 
 
Periodically, St. John supports International programs such as Heifer 
International, the Church World Service School Kits program, and One 
Great Hour of Sharing.  

Currently, the proceeds from the Manna Gift Card program are being 
used to “purchase” animals through World Vision, a Christian relief 
organization. These may be used in programs nearby or thousands of  www.worldvision.org 
miles away to provide sustainable income for the recipients.  
 
 


